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Letters to the Editor are considered for publication ( subject 1o editing and
abridgment), provided that they are submitied in duplicate, signed by all |
authors, typewritten in double spacing, and do not exceed 40 typewnitten
lines of manuscript text (excluding references). Subnussion of a leter
constitules permission for the Canadian Chiropractic Association. its
licensees., and its assignees (0 use it in the Journal's various editions
{print, data base, and optical disk} in anthologies, revisions. and any
other form or medium. Leters should not duplicate similar material
being submitted or published elsewhere. and they should not contain

| abbreviations. Financial associations or other possible conflicts of inter-

| est should always be disclosed. |

Lerters referming 1o a recent Jowrna! articke must be received within six |
weeks of the anticle’s publication. We are unabie to provide pre-publica-
tion proofs. and unpublished material will not be returned 1o authors
unless a stamped., self-addressed envelope is enclosed.

Statements and/or opintons expressed directly, or implied, in Letters
are those of the author and ot CCA nor the Jounal: publication hergin
does not necessarily mean that the CCA, the Journal, the Editors or the !

| Editorial Board endorses such statement or opinion. |

Les lettres a la redaction sont acceptables (sous reserve d'étre revoes et
abrégées), a condition d'atre soumises en deux exemplaires, d'ére
signess par tous leurs auteurs, dectylographides a double inerligne et de |
ne pas dépasser 40 lignes dactylographiées de texie (2 part les renvois),
Le fait de soumettre une lettre revient a accorder la permission a 'Asso-
ciation Chiropratique Canadienne, a ses concessionnaires et ses manda- |
taires, de s'en servic dans les differentes editions du Journal (sous forme |
de document imprime, de base de donnees, de disque optique), dans des |
anthologies, révisions et sous toute autre forme ou moven, Les lemres |
doivent éviter de repeter des sujets analogues, soumis ou publiés ail- |
leurs., et ne doivent pas contenir d'abréviations. D'eveniuelles associa-
tions financieres ou auwtres contlits d'intéréts devraient toujours etre |
reveles.

Les lettres faisant allusion a un article récent du Jowrna! dovent nous
parvenir dans les six semaines suivant la publication dudit article. Nous
ne sommes pas en mesure de founir d épreuves de pretirage. Toutenvo
non publie ne sera retoume aux auteurs que il est accompagne & une
enveloppe affranchie. portant | adresse de l'envoyeur.

Toute declaration ou opinion, ant directe que tacie, contenue dans
les tettres, est celle de Uavteur et non pas celle de 'ACC ou du Journal; sa |
publication dans ce demier n”implique pas necessairement que FACC, le
Joumal, son rédacteur en chef ou son Conseil de rédaction v souscrivent.

Keating JC. Introducing the Neurocalometer:
a view from the Fountain Head.
JCCA 1991; 35(3):165-178.

To the Editor:
In your edition of the JCCA, 1991; 35(4):242-244. [ read two
letters. One written by Patrick G. Bickert, DC. The other was
authored by Michael U. Kale, DC, FICA, FKCS. These letters
were about an article written by Joseph C. Keating, Jr., PhD
related to the Neurocalometer JCCA 1991; 35(3):165-178. |
had also written a letter on Dr. Keating’s paper.

[ therefore take the liberty to show my deception and my
great, great concern about the aforementioned letters,

We will soon have to cultivate and develop the moral, scien-
tific and intellectual obligations to write about our past errors
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with . . . OBJECTIVITY AND SCIENTIFIC ACCURACY
AND INTEGRITY. SELF-ANALYSIS, and AUTO-CRITIC-
ISM are two symptoms of great mental hygiene and mental
health and scientific vigour. HISTORICAL AND ETHICAL
VALUES have to be respected because they are related 1o
TRANSCENDENTAL PRINCIPLES.

Could a medical colleague of Doctor Elton Blanchard. MD
criticize him. today, for having written . . . “Until the vear of
my birth the doctor was a spontaneous product. The choreboy
read medicine in his preceptor’s office, cleaned the stables and
spittoons, went to the city presently and took a six weeks’
*course of lectures’ — very ambitious ones took two ‘courses’ -
then went home or somewhere and hung out his shingle. We
have needed many doctors, and we have them — more doctors
per thousand inhabitants than any other country. ™ (sic)'

No one physician would dare criticize this WRITTEN STATE-
MENT. this SCIENTIFIC FACT. this OBJECTIVE TRUTH.
this HISTORICAL REALITY.

As chiropractors we will have 1o LEARN 1o appreciate with
objectivity and mamrity the qualities and shortcomings of indi-
viduals in our genesis and within our political elements. We
have to separate the wheart from the chaff. Another obligatory
step forward towards the academic top and UNIVERSAL
ACADEMIC ACCEPTANCE. Let us end scientific tribalism.

J.0. Edgar Houle, BA. DC. FCCS(C)
Montreal, Quebec

Reference
1 Blanchard CE. Medical Dollars and Sense, 1912, Western Printing
and Lithographing Co., Racine, WIS.: p. 20.

Gatterman MJ. Standards of practice relative to
complications of and contraindications to

spinal manipulative therapy.

JCCA 1991; 35(4):232-236.

To the Editor:

In a 1983 review of venebral amery injuries caused by spinal
manipulation, Guitman® estimated that there were 2 or 3 more-
or-less serious incidents concerning the vertebrobasilar system
... (per) | million manipulative treatments on the upper cervical
spine”” and concluded that there was no professional or legal
obligation “to instruct the patient in advance about such an
unlikely possibility”. The stated risk rate was confirmed by
Dvorak and Orelli in 1985.% and is the one generally accepted
today. However, as | mentioned in my 1986 publication quoted
by Dr. Gatterman, the area of informed consent has been subject
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to considerable evolution since Guttman wrote in 1983, There
have besn changes in the areas of patient rights, informed
consent and the law. Rate of evolution has been very different in
different countries.

My main point in writing is to record my complete agreement
with Dr. Gatterman that in Canada there is now an ethical and
legal duty to warn patients of the risk of stroke prior to cervical
adjustment. A written consent form should be obtained. 1 have
expressed this opinion in addresses o many chiropractic and
interdisciplinary audiences since 1988,

The sample consent form given by Dr. Gatterman is excellent
in most respects. However, while it meets all ethical require-
ments it may not meet current Canadian legal requirements. Toa
lay person what is the meaning of “serious neurological dam-
age”” and why 15 the word “stroke™ not specifically mentioned?
If I was acting for a stroke vicum plaintiff who said he/she
would never have signed the form if “stroke” was mentioned as
a risk, | think my client would have the sympathy of the cour
and | would have a winning case.

David A. Chapman-Smith, LLB (Hons)
Editor, The Chiropractic Report, Toronto

References

I Guttman G. Injuries to the vertebral artery caused by manual therapy
Manuelle Medizin 1983 21:2-14.

2 Dworak J, Orelli F. How dangerous is manipulation to the
cervical spine” Manual Medicine 1985; 2:1-4.

Gatterman MJ]. Standards of practice relative to
complications of and contraindications to

spinal manipulative therapy.

JCCA 1991; 35(4):232-236.

To the Editor in reply:

Mr. Chapman-Smith, L.L.B.. raises an important legal point
with regard to the Informed Consent form accompanying the
article “*Standards of Practice Relative to Complications of and
Contraindications to Spinal Manipulative Therapy”. To be
legally defensible the form should specify stroke as a possible
complication while emphasizing the extreme rarity of this being
a likely outcome of cervical manipulation. It is important that
patients not be unduly frightened away from a procedure that
may offer considerable benefit, but legally and ethically. they
have a right 1o be informed of the possible risks — however rare.

Meridel J. Gatterman. MA, DC
Director, Division of Chiropractic Sciences.

Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College
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CHIROPRACTIC 3 WEEK TOUR
TO AUSTRALIA

INCLUDING THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CONFERENCE
IN BRISBANE

SPONSORED BY:
NIAGARA CHIROPRACTIC RESEARCH GROUP

GROUP LEADERS:
DR. DANIEL & MRS, MONIQUE WETHERUP

DEFARTING: SATURDAY, 3 OCTOBER, 1992

Join Dr. & Mrs. Danlel Wetherup on an exclting 21 day tour vislting
Sydney, Melbourne, the Greal Barrier Reel, Canberra, Tasmanla and Fiji.
Also included are 4 davs to be able to attend the Australlan Mational
Conference In Brisbane during the tour.
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COST OF 21 DAY TOUR FROM TORONTO:
CA 3559500 (Per Person on Sharing Basls)

0ST INCLUDES:
Round trip air fare * Some meals
First Class Holel * Baggage handling and porterage
accommodation * Transportation with Auwstralia
Comprehensive Sighteeeing
Programme

Arrangements in Brisbane and Registration Fee
during Conference not included.

For more Information and detailed programme, contacl:

DORIS SCHMIDT
CONFERENCE TRAVEL OF CANADA INC.
95 S Clair Averue West, #1108
Teororo, Onwario MEY 1INS
Tel: (416) 922-8161, Fax: (416) 922-T365
Toll Free: 1-300-387-1277 (Omt., Que. & USA)
1-800-387-1488 (Onher Prov.)
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JUST 3 OF THE MANY SYMPTOMS
OF MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS.

STOP MS BEFORE IT STOPS YOU.

Support the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada
and buy a little hope for 50,000 Canadians with MS.
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