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Philosophical barriers to research in chiropractic
JOCA 1989; 33(4): 184-186

To the editor:

As my name was mentioned in “A survey of philosophical barriers o
research in Chiropractic, Joseph C. Keating, Ir. Ph.D., December 1959
C.C.A", Iwould like 1o make the following comments.

Virgil stated: “Happy the man who has learned the causes of things
and put wnder his feer all fears and inexorable fate and the neisy sirife of
the hell of greed.” (emphasis mine)

Joy Loban D.C. observed: “ff { were asked 1o briefly describe
Chiropractic Philosophy, | should say Chiropracte Philosophy is the
Philosaphy of Cause.”" (emphasis mine)

B.J. Palmer held that there was a pomordial cause, a source of life ..
as he stated: “'the Unital Intelligence .7 The “One Cause’” of Life.
{emphasis mine),

The Carnesian philosophy is antipodal w chiropractic philosophy and
Dr. Keating simply follows Descartes” so called “scientific’” approach.

This mechanmistic approach demies that essential ingredient of true
doctoring and healing that 15 increasingly spoken of today by authors
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such as Dr. Bemie Siegel M.D., Norman Cousins, Dr, Andrew Weil,
M.D., Dr. Dennis T. Jaffe Ph.D. and many more. It denies the concepts
of healing that recognize **the miraculous cut”, ““the wonder drug ™~ and
“the adjustment with the extra something, ™

Chiropractic has traditionally balanced its metaphysical and mech-
amstic concepts admirably. We are a God in Man philosophy. a hands
on healing art, rather than deny our philosophical congepts we should
cherish and ameliorate our concepts of Cause and Cure. Let those who
would follow the medical model “"become part of medicine. they are
more akin to it than chiropracuc.

Chiropractic teaches the cause of things as Viegil stated. our phil-
osophy gives us a Life Withour Fear.”™ Again referring 1o Virgil's lines
it " puts under our feet all fears and inexorable fate™. And finally as the
sage Virgil so aptly put it into words, our life of service, of doctoring, of
“giving out of our own abundance™ ... (Dr. 5id Williams) has put
behind those who practice The Principle ... “The noisy strife of the
hell of greed”.

The vital substance of chiropractic is Philosophy! !

As Dr. E A, Morinis Ph. D, said: “Dhvested of it philosophy chire-
practic is divested of its unigueness and perhaps its future

Without it there 15 nothing e distingueish us from the common bone
setter or manipulator.

Frad H. Barge, D.C., Ph.C.
President B.C.C.
President [.C. A

To the editor in reply:

Fred H. Barge, D.C.'s reiteration {""We are a God in Man phil-
osophy ") of the religious views which he and several other (but not all)
chiropractic philosophers adbere to, serves to underscore the need in the
profession wo carefully and critically review what constitutes philosophy
in chirapracuc. Quality health-care does not reguire belief in God by
doctor nor patient. Meither are spinual beliefs essential o a holistic
perspective in theory and practice. Nor are religious beliefs required o
deal with the non-physical compenents of health care (e.g. | the placebo
effect). Insofar as we wish to claim chiropractic is a science, and to the
extent thal we wish to see this science progress, then chiropractic must
abandon 1ts theosophical plank, Science does not deal with the spiritual
nor the divine. Supernatural phenomena are beyvond its domain.

Dr. Barge, in his book' and in his letter, offers a dogma of chiro-
practic in which “causes’” are known before any research 15 conducted,
His cemainty in the truth of his perspective apparently derives from his
“gift of listening to my lnnate teacher’”'. Such certaincy is the antithesis
of the cautious, skeptical artitude of the clinical scientist. Although Dr.
Barge’s personal, spiritual inspiration may produce for him (and others)
a Life without fear”, it has no authority in science. Unfortunately, Dr.
Barge believes that ““chiropractic has traditionally balanced its meta-
physical and mechanistic concepts admirably.” He apparently does not
recognize the epistemological incompatibility of science and theology.
S0 far as [ can tell, what Dr. Barge refers to as “philosophy’” and as
"the vital substance of chiropractic™ is theology .

1 cespect Dr. Barge's personal commitment to his principles. How-
ever. s advocacy of theology in chiropractic dooms the profession to
continued status as a religious healing cult. | urge the profession o
reject religious principles in favor of a genuine philosophy of the
science of chiropractic.

Joseph C. Keating, Ir., Ph.D,
Associale Professor
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