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➢ The Government of Canada announced the establishment of the Canadian Pain Task Force. The 
Task Force will provide advice to Health Canada regarding evidence and best practices for the 
prevention and management of chronic pain. The Task Force has a three year mandate to: 

▪ Assess how chronic pain is currently addressed in Canada 
▪ Conduct national consultations and review available evidence to identify best and leading 

practices, potential areas for improvement, and elements of an improved approach to the 
prevention and management of chronic pain in Canada

▪ Collaborate with key stakeholders, including the chronic pain community, federal, 
provincial, and territorial governments, health professionals, and Indigenous populations, 
to disseminate information related to best practices for the prevention and management of 
chronic pain, including for populations disproportionally affected by chronic pain.

The Task Force will deliver three reports to Health Canada, one for each of the three elements 
of their mandate, with the first reported to be submitted in June 2019. Members will work 
with an External Advisory Panel that will provide advice and information related to certain 
elements of the Task Force’s mandate. 

Click here for more information. 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/about-health-canada/public-engagement/external-advisory-bodies/canadian-pain-task-force.html
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➢ The Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College (CMCC) Board of Governors announced that 
CMCC has signed the International Clinical and Professional Chiropractic Education 
Position Statement. CMCC joins twelve chiropractic institutions around the world who 
have signed this position statement. 

The position statement was developed as a way to provide a cohesive view of how, in the 
interest of the welfare of the patient, chiropractic education should be of the highest 
quality and founded on the principles of evidence-based care. 

Click here for a copy of the Position statement. 
Click here for a copy of the news release.
Click here for a copy of the CMCC backgrounder.

➢ The National Hockey League Alumni Association is partnering with Canopy Growth, a 
cannabis company, for a health research initiative. Researchers will be investigating the 
effects of some cannabis compounds as a treatment method for diseases connected to 
concussions in former NHL players. 

Click here for more information. 
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https://www.cmcc.ca/documents/international-chiropractic-education-collaboration-position-statement.pdf
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/the-canadian-memorial-chiropractic-college-becomes-a-signatory-to-the-international-clinical-and-professional-chiropractic-education-position-statement-888231650.html
https://www.cmcc.ca/documents/icec-position-statement-backgrounder-and-q-and-a.pdf
https://www.canopygrowth.com/investors/news-releases/nhl-alumni-association-teams-up-with-canopy/
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➢ The Canadian Olympic Committee announced new guidelines to assess and treat sports-related 
concussions for Olympic athletes. The guidelines outline how to recognize a sports-related concussion, 
call for immediate removal from training or competition if concussion is suspected, and provide 
instructions for post-concussion management.

The guidelines recommend that a Canadian Olympic and Paralympic Sport Institute (COPSI) network 
team-certified athletic therapist, physiotherapist, chiropractor or physician be onsite during practice to 
assess any suspected concussion. 

Click here for a copy of the guidelines. 

➢ New guidelines on concussion have been developed by CanChild, a McMaster University research 
institute. The new guidelines reduce the amount of rest required for children recovering from a 
concussion. The new guidelines suggest that during the first 24 hours, home and leisure activities may 
be undertaken as long as they are only for five minutes at a time and stopped if symptoms increase. 

The new guidelines outline the amount of rest for children who are symptom-free within 48 hours of 
the injury, those who are symptom-free or much decreased within one to four weeks, and those who 
have the symptoms for more than four weeks. 

Click here for a copy of the guidelines. 
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http://www.ownthepodium.org/getattachment/Initiatives/Sport-Science-Innovation/2018-COPSI-Network-Concussion-Guidelines/2018-COPSI-Network-Concussion-Guidelines-EN-(2).pdf.aspx?lang=en-CA
https://www.canchild.ca/en/diagnoses/brain-injury-concussion/brain-injury-resources
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➢ Canada’s Chief Public Health Officer, Dr. Theresa Tam, issued a news release voicing her concern 
over the measles outbreak and vaccine hesitancy.  She stated the following: 

Healthcare providers are on the front lines of this battle between truth and misinformation. We 
must support parents as they tease apart fact from fiction. How we talk to parents who have 
questions about vaccines can have a direct effect on improving their confidence and supporting 
them in getting their children vaccinated. I urge my fellow healthcare provider colleagues to 
take the time to answer the questions of concerned parents, and in turn, I urge parents and 
guardians to ask questions and seek out trusted and reliable sources of information to help 
guide them. 

Click here for a copy of the news release. 
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https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-dr-theresa-tam-on-the-current-measles-outbreak-and-vaccine-hesitancy-828497838.html


6Extended Healthcare Coverage

➢ The Reformulary Group, a Canadian healthcare technology company, announced the launch of 
Cannabis Standard. Cannabis Standard is an evidence based medical cannabis formulary and 
research platform for patients, employers and physicians. Cannabis Standard is based on a 
comprehensive review of clinical evidence related to medical cannabis, and on the advice of an 
expert committee. The platform works to find the right product for the patient’s specific conditions 
and symptoms. 

Click here for a copy of the news release. 
Click here to be directed top the Cannabis Standard website. 

➢ Great-West Life announced that it will partner with Shoppers Drug Mart to provide Shoppers Drug 
Mart’s medical cannabis coaching program to its members. In addition, Great-West Life is 
expanding its coverage of medical cannabis. Great-West Life has offered medical cannabis coverage 
through its healthcare spending accounts since 2009.  Plan members who are prescribed medical 
cannabis for conditions relating to multiple sclerosis, cancer, HIV or AIDS or symptoms related to 
palliative care will now be directed to Shoppers Drug Mart’s medical cannabis coaching program. 

Click here for a copy of the announcement. 
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https://www.cannabisbusinesstimes.com/article/evidence-based-medical-cannabis-formulary-launches/
https://cannabisstandard.com/
https://www.greatwestlife.com/common/news/news-releases/great-west-life-expands-optional-medical-cannabis-coverage-and-e.html
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➢ The Conference Board of Canada released their national report on employee healthcare 
plans. The report surveyed 217 organizations across Canada with a combined workforce of 
1.2 million employees. 

According to the report, 66% of Canadian employers are providing healthcare spending 
accounts. It also found that psychological services had an average annual maximum 
coverage of $800 in 2018, up from $694 in 2015. In addition, only 6% of organizations 
indicated that they covered medical cannabis through healthcare spending accounts. 
According to the survey, 48% of respondents are considering covering medical cannabis. 

Click here to be directed to the Conference Board of Canada. 

➢ Accenture released the results of their health consumer survey. The new survey found that 
younger consumers in the U.S. are more dissatisfied than older people with characteristics 
of traditional healthcare.  These characteristics include treatment effectiveness and lack of 
convenience and responsiveness. 

For instance, Gen Z and millennials are least likely to have a primary care physician (PCP), 
compared to Gen X, baby boomers and the silent generation. Some younger generations 
say they would like to have a PCP but have not found one that meets their preferences for 
affordability and convenience. Gen Z is the most likely generation to seek out wellness 
practices (e.g. yoga, acupuncture) beyond Western medicine.

Click here for a copy of the report. 
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https://www.conferenceboard.ca/web/benchmarking/index.html
https://www.accenture.com/_acnmedia/PDF-94/Accenture-2019-Digital-Health-Consumer-Survey.pdf#zoom=50
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➢ Bill Morneau, the Minister of Finance, tabled the 2019-20 federal budget. The Ministry 
of Finance is projecting a deficit of $19.8 billion for fiscal 2019-20 and a deficit of $19.7 
in fiscal 2020-21. The federal government earmarked funding to address several 
healthcare initiatives: 

▪ The government is creating the Canadian Drug Agency to manage pharmacare. The 
agency will be responsible for establishing what will ultimately become a national 
formulary, listing which drugs are covered under the program. The federal 
government has allocated $35 million over four years to establish the new agency

▪ The budget also included funding for the development of a national strategy for high 
cost drugs for rare diseases

▪ Effective May 1, 2019, edible cannabis, cannabis extracts (including cannabis oils) 
and cannabis topicals will be subject to excise duties imposed on cannabis licensees 
at a flat rate applied on the quantity of total tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) contained 
in a final product 

▪ Allocate $6 billion for research in health and science

▪ After March 19, 2019, health care services rendered by multidisciplinary teams will 
be considered GST/HST exempt if all or substantially all of the service is provided by 
health professionals whose services would be GST/HST exempt if they provided their 
service individually

Click here to be directed to the federal budget website. 
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➢ Health Canada proposed additional restrictions on opioid advertising. The new 
rules will require that all advertisement and marketing material of opioids be 
submitted to Health Canada. Under Health Canada’s proposal, all promotional 
materials about Class B opioids provided to healthcare professionals, including 
print and electronic ads and pamphlets, must be limited to only statements 
that have been authorized by Health Canada in the Product Monograph. The 
new requirements would take effect by June 2019.

Click here for a copy of the news release.  

➢ The federal government’s advisory council on national pharmacare released 
its interim report. The report listed three elements to implementing 
pharmacare. The following three elements were mentioned: 

▪ Creation of a national drug agency

▪ Development of an evidence-based formulary

▪ Investment in drug data and IT systems

Click here for a copy of the interim report
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/03/health-canada-announces-proposed-additional-restrictions-on-marketing-of-opioids.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/about-health-canada/public-engagement/external-advisory-bodies/implementation-national-pharmacare/interim-report.html
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➢ The federal government will stop paying for Canadian homeopaths to visit 
Honduras to provide therapies. Doctors and academics raised concerns over 
the federal government providing funding for homeopathic treatments that 
are not only ineffective but may prevent people from seeking needed medical 
care.

Click here for more information. 

➢ Health Canada is investigating homeopaths in British Columbia who have 
advertised and offered unproven treatments. At least four homeopaths have 
claimed to prevent infectious diseases like smallpox, cholera and polio with 
nosodes. 

Click here for more information. 
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➢ Eric Girard, the Minister of Finance, tabled the 2019-20 provincial 
budget. The Minister of Finance is forecasting a balanced budget for 
2019-20 and is projecting to reduce Quebec’s debt to GDP to 41.5% by 
2025. The following initiatives were announced in the budget:
▪ Increase the health and social services budget by 5.4% for 2019-2020 

and increase this budget by 4.1% for the next two years
▪ In 2019-2020, the government will allocate $801 million in new 

resources for health and social services. Within the next five years, 
the government will set aside $4.9 billion in additional resources for 
health and social services.

▪ Invest $20.2 billion for healthcare infrastructure plan
▪ Increase services provided by nurse practitioners by expanding their 

scope of practice
▪ Improve access to frontline care and services by investing an 

additional $574 million over the next five years.

Click here to be directed to the government budget webpage. 
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http://www.budget.finances.gouv.qc.ca/budget/2019-2020/index_en.asp


12Quebec 

➢ The Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières (UQTR) announced Professor 
Martin Descarreaux as the new Chair of International Research in 
Neuromusculoskeletal Health. Professor Descarreaux will be supported 
by Mathieu Piché, professor in the Department of Anatomy of UQTR, and 
Arnaud Lardon, professor at the Franco-European Institute of 
Chiropractic, who act as co-holders of the Research Chair. 

Click here for more information. 
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https://www.journalexpress.ca/2019/04/26/une-nouvelle-chaire-de-recherche-internationale-en-sante-neuromusculosquelettique/
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➢ The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario is reviewing its 

Complementary/Alternative Medicine policy (CAM). The policy outlines 

the expectations of physicians who practice CAM, physicians who 

practice conventional medicine but whose patients pursue CAM; and 

physicians who wish to form professional affiliations with CAM clinics, 

therapies, or devices. 

The College is asking interested stakeholders to complete an online 

survey or e-mail feedback on the current policy. The deadline to provide 

feedback to the College is May 6, 2019. 

Click here to view the current CAM policy

Click here to be directed the College’s consultation webpage 
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➢ The Ontario government announced a new contract with the Ontario 

Medical Association. The new contract has no hard cap on increases to 

the physician services budget. The physician services budget is currently 

over $12 billion. The Ontario government is estimating that the new 

contract will increase healthcare spending by $1.5 billion over four years.

Click here for more information. 

➢ The Ontario government announced it will create a central agency to 

oversee the province’s health system. The new central agency will merge 

the 14 Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs) with six provincial 

health agencies. The government will also encourage hospitals, long-

term care homes, home-care agencies and other health services 

providers to form “integrated care entities.” 

Click here for more information. 
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-doctors-awarded-new-contract-arbitrated-settlement-1.5025350
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➢ Scott Fielding, the Minister of Finance, tabled the 2019-20 provincial budget. The 

Ministry of Finance is projecting a deficit of $360 million for the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

This is $161 million less than the deficit projected in Budget 2018-19 fiscal year. 

The following initiatives were announced in the budget:

▪ Funding for healthcare is increased by $47.8 million in the 2019-20 budget

▪ Open five new or enhanced health facilities with operating funding of $6.4 

million

▪ Lower ambulance fees to a maximum of $250 and hire 35 additional primary 

care paramedics

▪ Reserve $20 million to allow the province to sign the upcoming addictions and 

mental health agreement with the federal government

▪ Investing an additional $240,000 to support post-vision loss rehabilitation and 

peer support services with the Canadian National Institute for the Blind

Click here to be directed to the government’s budget webpage 
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➢ The Minister of Health released a report on the regulation of healthcare 
professions in British Columbia. This was a response to concerns regarding the 
College of Dental Surgeons of British Columbia (CDSBC). The Ministry of Health 
requested Harry Cayton, former chief executive of the United Kingdom’s 
Professional Standards Authority, to conduct the review. Mr. Cayton was further 
asked to review the Health Professions Act and its regulations, to make 
recommendations to help modernize the regulatory system in B.C.

The report includes 21 recommendations for the CDSBC to help make sure the 
college is acting in the public’s best interests. Government has accepted all 
recommendations and has directed the CDSBC to bring forward an 
implementation plan within 30 days. 

The report also puts forward a series of suggestions to renew B.C.’s overall health-
regulatory framework. In response to these suggestions, the Minister of Health 
has established a steering committee to consider options and draft a proposal on 
how to modernize the regulatory framework for health professions in the 
province.

Click here for a copy of the report.  

Healthcare Policy News – April/May, Canadian Chiropractic Association
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➢ Adrian Dix, the Minister of Health, announced the launch of a “catch-up 
immunization” program in schools. Students from kindergarten to Grade 12 will 
be able to receive the measles vaccine in schools or from public health nurses.  

The Minister of Health stated that the province will require mandatory 
registration of vaccination status for all schoolchildren by the fall of 2019. A recent 
measles outbreak in Vancouver spurred calls for mandatory vaccination.

Click here for more information. 

➢ Dr. Bonnie Henry, B.C.s provincial health officer (PHO), released her report 
entitled Stopping the Harm: Decriminalization of People Who Use Drugs in British 
Columbia. The report is part of the province’s effort to combat the overdose crisis. 
The report provides evidence and information on how the decriminalization of 
people who possess illegal drugs for personal use could help turn the tide on the 
overdose crisis. 

Click here for a copy of the report. 
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➢ The International Chiropractors Association’s (ICA) Board filed a formal complaint against 

the World Federation of Chiropractic (WFC). According to the ICA, the WFC used its 

research council and annual convention to divide the profession and push a political 

agenda. The ICA complaint list the following actions to be taken by the WFC: 

1. The current Chair of the WFC Research Council be immediately removed from his 

current position and denied future participation in any activities on behalf of the WFC. 

2. An additional member of the WFC Research Council be publicly reprimanded and 

sanctioned and prohibited from the opportunity to serve in any leadership role at the 

WFC for at least 5 years. 

3. That the sponsoring organization that coordinated, reviewed and permitted the alleged 

questionable presentations be sanctioned for conduct not reflecting the professional, 

inclusive and collegial respect for the values embedded in the WFC Strategic Plan, 

Governing Documents and the WFC Official Policy Statements. 

Click here for a copy of the formal complaint. 

Click here for a copy of the ICA’s news release. 
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19

➢ The Texas Chiropractic Association (TCA) and the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners 

(TBCE) have filed a joint petition requesting the Supreme Court of Texas to overturn a 

decision by the Third Court of Appeals decision on the scope of practice of chiropractors. The 

TCA and TBCE petition states the following:  

TCA believes the Third Court of Appeals erred by striking down TBCE’s definition of the 

subluxation complex without analyzing the term’s meaning, radically redefining the field of 

chiropractic. TCA believes that, without a doubt, nerves are an essential part of the 

subluxation complex and that TBCE’s rules do not authorize chiropractors to practice 

medical neurology. Secondly, TCA feels the Court was incorrect in striking down TBCE’s 

functional definition of “musculoskeletal system,” which acknowledges the functional 

relationship among muscles, bones, tissues and nerves.

Click here for additional information. 

➢ Congressman Guy Reschenthaler, a Republican from Pennsylvania’s 14th Congressional 

District, sent a letter to Vice Admiral Faison, Chief of the Navy’s Bureau of Medicine and 

Surgery seeking information about the implementation of Section 5139, a 25 year-old law 

designed to integrate chiropractors as commissioned officers in the Navy Medical Service 

Corps.

Click here for more information. 
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➢ The International Chiropractic Association (ICA) has issued a news release outlining their 

concerns about a bill introduced in Rhode Island to create a state child and adult immunization 

registry. According to the ICA, the bill does not indicate how the registry will be used and the 

organization sees this as a violation of medical privacy. The ICA included their position 

statement on vaccinations in their news release. According to the ICA: 

ICA recognizes that the use of vaccines is not without risk. The ICA supports each individual’s 

right to select his or her own healthcare and to be made aware of the possible adverse effects 

of vaccines upon a human body. In accordance with such principles and based upon the 

individual’s right to freedom of choice, the ICA is opposed to compulsory programs which 

infringe upon such rights. The ICA is supportive of a conscience clause or waiver in compulsory 

vaccination laws, providing an elective course of action for all regarding immunization, 

thereby allowing patients freedom of choice in matters affecting their bodies and health.

Click here for a copy of the news release. 

➢ Arizona State Senator, Heather Carter, introduced Senate Bill 1097 that would allow Arizonans 

on Medicare to consult a chiropractor without paying out of pocket. The Senator introduced 

the bill to help fight the opioid addiction problem. 

Click here for more  information. 
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➢ Sherman College of Chiropractic issued a statement on chiropractic care for infants and children. The 

statement was made by Sherman College of Chiropractic’s Director of Evidence-Informed Curriculum and 

Practice Dr. Christopher Kent. The following is a copy of the statement:

For more than 100 years, Doctors of Chiropractic have been providing safe, effective care for infants and 

children. Sherman College of Chiropractic provides instruction in the care of infants and children in the 

regular curriculum, at the postgraduate level, and in advanced elective courses. The sample four-year, 

full-time accredited chiropractic curriculum distributed by the World Health Organization includes 

pediatric care. There are published textbooks on pediatric chiropractic, clinical practice guidelines 

addressing best practices for the chiropractic care of children, and peer-reviewed research on pediatric 

chiropractic care. Such research is ongoing.

Misalignments in the spine may result from the birth process, falls, tumbles, and stresses of childhood, 

resulting in interference with proper function of the nerve system. These are called vertebral 

subluxations. Doctors of Chiropractic recognize the importance of locating and gently correcting vertebral 

subluxations so that the body may function at its best.

Sherman College of Chiropractic is committed to educating Doctors of Chiropractic who provide safe, 

effective, evidence-informed care for infants, children, adults, seniors, and entire families. Furthermore, 

Sherman College of Chiropractic supports freedom of choice in healthcare, and the availability of 

chiropractic services for people of all ages. 

Click here to be directed to Sherman College of Chiropractic’s statement. 
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➢ The Foundation for Vertebral Subluxation (FVS) issued a statement in response to the 

Australian ban on treating infants under two. The FVS states that “There is a robust base of 

evidence for the chiropractic management of children including practice guidelines by the 

Council on Chiropractic Practice and the International Chiropractors Association. Further, 

studies on safety and efficacy have been carried out by the International Chiropractic 

Pediatric Association among others.” According to the FVS, “the move is clearly not based on 

science or research but is a political move designed to control and contain the chiropractic 

profession and by implementing this policy the Chiropractic Board of Australia is complicit in 

that action.” The President of the FVS called the ban and the coverage of the media in 

Australia as an example of “Fake News.” 

Click here for a copy of the FVS response. 

➢ The International Chiropractic Association (ICA) distributed an issue statement to their 

members about the situation in Australia over chiropractic care of children. According to the 

ICA statement, the ICA will offer all possible assistance, resources and information to the 

Australian Chiropractic Association in dealing with the current restriction on chiropractic care 

of infants. The ICA will keep its members informed on the situation as it develops. 

Click here for a copy of the issue statement. 
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➢ The International Chiropractic Association issued a communique to their members 

on their success in defeating House Hill 448 in the New Mexico state legislature. 

House Bill 448, the Chiropractic Physician Practice Act, would reduce the 

educational requirements for Advanced Chiropractic Practice while eliminating 

much of the oversight of the state Medical Board. The Bill was defeated 7 – 0 in 

committee. 

Click here for more information. 

➢ The Texas Chiropractic Association (TCA) announced that its top legislative priority 

is passage of State House Bill 2733. House Bill 2733 would clarify the role of the 

nervous system in chiropractic care. This bill is being considered in the House 

Health Professions Subcommittee. The TCA also is lobbying for House Bill 1866, 

which would limit initial prescriptions of opioids and encourage referrals to 

conservative care. House Bill 201, which would add a chiropractor to the state’s 

Combative Sports Advisory Board. House Bill 741, which would inform injured 

workers of their right to choose a chiropractor. 

Click here for more information. 
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➢ The Florida State Senate introduced bill 1078. The bill would amend the 

Chiropractic Medicine Act by allowing chiropractic physicians who completed 

training to administer vitamins and enzyme shots to their patients. If the 

legislation is passed, chiropractors who completed a 36 hour training course 

would be eligible to provide the service. The Florida Chiropractic Physician 

Association supports the bill, but the Florida Chiropractic Association and the 

Florida Chiropractic Society is opposed to the legislation. 

Click here for more information. 

➢ The Centre for Chiropractic Progress issued a press release denouncing the 

American Chiropractic Association’s Choosing Wisely recommendations. In their 

press, the Centre of Chiropractic Profess stated that the clinical use of x-ray plays a 

crucial role in the management of the vertebral subluxation as the central tenet of 

the chiropractic profession. Furthermore the Center proclaims the value of x-ray in 

patient care. 

Click here for more information. 
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25International Developments in Chiropractic & Other News 

➢ The Chiropractic Board of Australia issued an interim policy on spinal manipulation for infants and young 
children while an independent review is carried out. The outcome of the review will be used to inform 
future policy. The Board’s interim policy states that chiropractors not use spinal manipulation to treat 
children under two years of age, pending the review. The Board expects chiropractors to:

▪ Discuss their proposed management plan with the patient’s parent and/or guardian 
▪ Where the patient is under the age of two, advise the parent and/or guardian that spinal 

manipulation is not an available treatment option 
▪ Inform parent and/or guardians about the quality of the acceptable evidence, and explain the basis, 

for the proposed treatment 
▪ Provide patients (or parent and/or guardian) with information about the risks and benefits of the 

proposed treatment 
▪ Understand that children have significant anatomical, physiological, developmental and 

psychological differences and needs from adults and that their healthcare management requires 
specific skills and expertise

▪ Modify all care and treatment (including technique and force) to suit the age 
▪ Communicate effectively with other health practitioners involved with the care of the patient, such 

as the patient’s general practitioner or pediatrician
▪ Promptly refer patients to the care of other registered health practitioners when they have 

conditions or symptoms outside a chiropractor’s scope of practice

Click here for a copy of the interim policy 
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➢ Chiropractic Australia, one of two associations representing chiropractors in Australia, posted 
possible answers if patients or reporters ask about the interim ban on chiropractic treatment 
of infants. 

Click here to see the question and answers posted by Chiropractic Australia 

➢ Chiropractic Australia issued an update to its members about the interim policy on spinal 
manipulation for infants issued by the Chiropractic Board of Australia. The update encourages 
its members to familiarize themselves with the following documents issued by the Chiropractic 
Board of Australia:

▪ Interim Policy - Spinal Manipulation for Infants and Young Children 

▪ Statement on Peadiatric care

▪ Code of Conduct for Chiropractors

The update provides members of Chiropractic Australia with advice on the situation 

Click here for a copy of the update. 

➢ The Australian Chiropractic Association (ACA) President, Dr. Anthony Coxon released a video to 
their members about the treatment of infants and some talking points members can use  
about pediatric care. 

Click here to view the video. 
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➢ The Australian Chiropractors Association (ACA) issued a media release in response to 
the decision by the Council of Australian Governments Health Council’s decision to 
review the safety and efficacy of chiropractic treatment of children. The ACA was 
disappointed that care for children may be restricted and work with the independent 
review to present the value and safety of chiropractic care for infants. 

Click here for a copy of the media release. 

➢ The Australian Chiropractic Association (ACA) has issued a response to the Chiropractic 
Board of Australia’s interim policy on spinal manipulation for infants. The ACA was 
disappointed by the temporary restriction placed on chiropractors providing spinal 
manipulation to treat children under two years of age.

Click here for a copy of the media release. 

➢ The Australian Chiropractic College (ACC) announced Dr. Patrick Sim as its President.  
Dr Sim’s appointment as President follows on from his role as CEO during the startup 
phase of the ACC. Dr. Sim initiated the ACC in 2015 where he lobbied the Chiropractors 
Association of Australia (South Australia) to fund research into the feasibility of a 
chiropractic program in South Australia. 

Click here for more information. 
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➢ The President of the Tokyo College of Chiropractic, Phillip Ebrall, issued a statement 
on the Australian ban on spinal manipulation of infants. According to the statement 
issued by Dr. Ebrall, it appears to be an example of a regulatory body collapsing to 
political pressure led by the members of the medical profession now holding 
elected positions in governments and Ministerial advisors throughout Australia.

Click here for a copy of the statement. 

➢ The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) news website, has 
posted an article on chiropractic treatment of infants. The president of the RACGP 
welcomed the review but he believes a wider evaluation of chiropractic care is 
necessary. 

Click here for more information. 

➢ The Herald Sun, a newspaper in Australia, is reporting that an investigation is being 
conducted on the practice of chiropractors performing “internal adjustments” on 
infants and children. This investigation is in addition to the review being conducted 
on the safety and efficacy of chiropractic treatment of children under the age of 
twelve. 

Click here for more information (pay wall). 
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➢ The International Federation of Chiropractors and Organizations (IFCO) issued a response to the 
Australian Ban on Chiropractic care of children under the age of two. The IFCO states that chiropractic 
care is for everyone including infants and toddlers. In the IFCO position statement, it states the 
following: 

It is our position that this action by the Chiropractic Board of Australia is part of disingenuous 
political attack to monopolize healthcare and I an attack on public health as it is an attempt to limit 
necessary access to a safe and very beneficial healthcare service.” The position statement list 
evidence supporting chiropractic care for infants. 

The IFCO also provided a link to recommendations for chiropractors to follow to help them prepare in 
the event that a similar politically motivated attack occurs in the US, Latin America, Europe and/or 
Asia.

Click here for a copy of the IFCO response to the Australian ban on chiropractic care of children 
Click here for a copy of the IFCO Position Statement 
Click here for a copy of the IFCO recommendations. 

➢ The Italian Chiropractors Association met with the Undersecretary of Health and Deputy Chairman of 
the Commission for Culture, Education and Science to request that a chiropractic school be 
established in Italy. John Wiliams, President of the Italian Chiropractic Association, presented a 
formal request to adapt the international education standards for chiropractors.

Click here for more information. 
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➢ The Danish Chiropractor Association was invited to a meeting with Health Minister Ellen 

Trane Nørby (V) to discuss the government's proposal for health reform. A total of 45 

minutes was allocated to the meeting. The Danish Chiropractor Association's chairman, 

Lone Kousgaard Jørgensen, emphasized the following topics to the Minister of Health:

▪ Acknowledge an interesting and elaborate statement that the government made that 

mentions both chiropractors and MSK patients in the Danish healthcare system 

▪ Discuss the situation of MSK patients who are overlooked in the health service

▪ MSK patients have been moved from the periphery in the healthcare reform to being 

included in the discussion

Click here for more information. 

➢ The European Chiropractors’ Union (ECU) issued a statement on the use of x-rays. 

According to the ECU, “Chiropractors shall comply with legislation relating to the use of 

ionising radiation. In particular, chiropractors should not employ any technique or 

practice that requires the routine use of x-rays.”

Click here to read a copy of the statement. 
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➢ The British Medical Journal published a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomized 
control trials to assess the benefits and harms of Spinal Manipulative Therapy (SMT) for the 
treatment of chronic low back pain. 

47 randomized controlled trials were included in the study for a total of 9,211 participants who 
were on average middle aged (35-60 years). Most trials compared SMT with recommended 
therapies. Moderate quality evidence suggested that SMT has similar effects to other 
recommended therapies for short-term pain relief and a small, clinically better improvement in 
function.

High quality evidence suggested that compared with non-recommended therapies, SMT results 
in small, not clinically better effects for short term pain relief and small to moderate clinically 
better improvement in function. In general, these results were similar for the intermediate and 
long term outcomes as were the effects of SMT as an adjuvant therapy. Evidence for sham 
(placebo) SMT was low to very low quality. Therefore, these effects should be considered 
uncertain. 

The study concluded that SMT produces similar effects to recommended therapies for chronic 
low back pain, whereas SMT seems to be better than non-recommended interventions for 
improvement in function in the short term. Clinicians should inform their patients of the 
potential risks of adverse events associated with SMT.

Click here for a copy of the study. 
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➢ BMC Complementary and Alternative Medicine published a systematic review to evaluate 
the use of manual therapy for pediatric patients. Fifty studies met the inclusion criteria. 
Twenty-six articles were included in prior reviews with 24 new studies identified. 

Eighteen studies were judged to be of high quality. Conditions evaluated were: attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism, asthma, cerebral palsy, clubfoot, 
constipation, cranial asymmetry, cuboid syndrome, headache, infantile colic, low back 
pain, obstructive apnea, otitis media, pediatric dysfunctional voiding, pediatric nocturnal 
enuresis, postural asymmetry, preterm infants, pulled elbow, suboptimal infant 
breastfeeding, scoliosis, suboptimal infant breastfeeding, temporomandibular 
dysfunction, torticollis, and upper cervical dysfunction. Musculoskeletal conditions, 
including low back pain and headache, were evaluated in seven studies. Twenty studies 
reported adverse events, which were transient and mild to moderate in severity.

The study found moderate positive overall assessment were found for three conditions: 
low back pain, pulled elbow, and premature infants. Inconclusive unfavorable outcomes 
were found for two conditions: scoliosis (OMT) and torticollis (MT). All other conditions’ 
overall assessments were either inconclusive, favorable or unclear.  

Click here for a copy of the study. 
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