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Executive Summary 

The Canadian Chiropractic Association (CCA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments 

on the Department of Finance’s on the July 2026 the draft legislative proposal relating to the 

Income Tax Act and Income Tax regulations. The following recommendations are intended to 

improve access to the Disability Tax Credit (DTC) by recognizing chiropractors as qualified 

practitioners for assessing and certifying eligible impairments. 

Recommendation: Amend the Legislative Proposal to Include 

Chiropractors 

The CCA recommends that the legislative proposal be amended to add chiropractors as eligible 

practitioners to assess for the DTC and for the legislative proposal to read as follows: 

 

2 (1) The portion of subsection 118.4(2) of the Act before paragraph (a) is replaced by the 

following: 

 

Reference to medical practitioners, etc. 

 

(2) For the purposes of sections 63, 64, 118.2, 118.3 and 118.6, a reference to an audiologist, 

chiropractor, dentist, medical doctor, medical practitioner, nurse, nurse practitioner, 

occupational therapist, optometrist, pharmacist, physiotherapist, podiatrist, psychologist or 

speech-language pathologist is a reference to a person authorized to practise as such, 

Recommendation: Authorize Chiropractors to Assess Impairments 

The CCA recommends that chiropractors be able to assess for the DTC and be authorized to 

certify the effects of severe and prolonged musculoskeletal impairments on walking, dressing, 

and feeding. The CCA recommends that the legislative proposal be amended to add following: 

(3) Subparagraph 118.3(1)(a.2)(iv) of the Act is replaced by the following: 

(iv) an impairment with respect to an individual's ability in feeding or dressing themself, an 

occupational therapist, a chiropractor, or a physiotherapist, 

 

(4) Subparagraph 118.3(1)(a.2)(v) of the Act is replaced by the following: 

(v) an impairment with respect to an individual's ability in walking, an occupational 

therapist, a physiotherapist, a chiropractor or a podiatrist, 

 

(6) Subparagraphs 118.3(1)(a.3)(i) and (ii) of the Act are replaced by the following: 

(i) an impairment with respect to the individual's ability in feeding or dressing themself, or 

in walking, a chiropractor, a medical doctor, a nurse practitioner, an occupational therapist 

or a physiotherapist, 
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1. Amend the Legislative Proposal to the Income Tax Act to allow chiropractors to assess 

patients for the Disability Tax Credit   

As the Prime Minister stated: “Canada is a dynamic country that celebrates our diversity, cares 

for the most vulnerable among us, and strives for a better future for all.”1 The government’s 

commitment to develop a Disability Inclusion Action Plan to improve the lives of Canadians 

living with disabilities is a bold and just vision.  

 

In support of this vision, the Government of Canada has taken steps to modernize the 

Disability Tax Credit framework by expanding recognition of qualified health professionals 

who can support Canadians in accessing this important benefit. The Spring Economic Update 

announced that podiatrists would be added to the list of qualified practitioners eligible to 

certify impairments for the purposes of the Disability Tax Credit (DTC). Currently, medical 

doctors and nurse practitioners may certify all impairment categories, while optometrists, 

audiologists, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, psychologists, and speech-language 

pathologists may certify specified categories within the statutory framework. This represents a 

positive step toward improving accessibility, reducing administrative barriers, and enhancing 

equitable access to the DTC for Canadians living with disabilities.  

 

However, despite this welcome progress, the proposed amendments fail to include 

chiropractors, even though chiropractors are regulated healthcare professionals with the 

education, training, and clinical expertise to assess and certify many of the musculoskeletal 

impairments relevant to DTC eligibility. The omission of chiropractors represents a missed 

opportunity to further improve timely access to the program and ensure equitable recognition 

of all qualified regulated health professionals. This is a regulatory gap that creates 

unnecessary barriers and bottlenecks and limits the federal government’s ability to deliver 

timely supports to eligible Canadians. 

Recommendation    

The CCA recommends that the legislative proposal be amended to add chiropractors as eligible 

practitioners to assess for the DTC and for the legislative proposal to read as follows: 

 

2 (1) The portion of subsection 118.4(2) of the Act before paragraph (a) is replaced by the 

following: 

 

Reference to medical practitioners, etc. 

 

(2) For the purposes of sections 63, 64, 118.2, 118.3 and 118.6, a reference to an audiologist, 

chiropractor, dentist, medical doctor, medical practitioner, nurse, nurse practitioner, 

occupational therapist, optometrist, pharmacist, physiotherapist, podiatrist, psychologist or 

speech-language pathologist is a reference to a person authorized to practise as such, 

 
1 Rt. Hon. Mark Carney, Mandate Letter, May 21, 2025.  
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Our recommendation has already been carefully considered and endorsed. In its 2018 

pre-budget consultation report, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance 

recommended that the Income Tax Act be amended to add chiropractors to the list of 

practitioners eligible to assess and certify disability and issue the DTC.2  

 

The recommendation is supported by a broad coalition of health professional and 

disability organizations. The Council of Canadians with Disabilities provided a letter of 

support in 2016, while the Canadian Nurses Association and Arthritis Society Canada each 

provided letters of support to the CCA in 2018. More recently, Disability Without Poverty 

submitted a letter of support in 2026 endorsing the CCA's recommendation. Please see 

appendix below. 

 

This oversight: 

• Can delay and impede access for eligible individuals with severe and prolonged mobility 

or other musculoskeletal restrictions by requiring them to seek certification from 

another practitioner.  

• Will result in avoidable referrals to medical doctors, nurse practitioners, occupational 

therapists or physiotherapists for certification, while a chiropractor already has detailed 

knowledge of the patient’s relevant functional restrictions.   

• Contradicts the government's stated goal of improving access and inclusion for 

Canadians with disabilities. 

 

Chiropractic patients who meet the DTC eligibility criteria face an additional obstacle in 

applying for the credit because the chiropractors they regularly rely on are not authorized by 

the federal government to assess patients for this important benefit. This creates inequitable 

access pathways based solely on provider type, rather than patient need. In addition, 

chiropractors can help alleviate the administrative burden on doctors and the healthcare 

system. 

 

2. Amend the Legislative Proposal to the Income Tax Act to authorize chiropractors 

certify specified functional impairments for the Disability Tax Credit for certain 

impairments.  

 

The Canadian Chiropractic Association (CCA) supports the proposed expansion of the 

impairments that physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech-language pathologists, 

and podiatrists may certify for the purposes of the Disability Tax Credit (DTC). Aligning 

certification authority with each profession's scope of practice will improve timely access to 

the program, reduce unnecessary administrative barriers, and enable Canadians to receive 

assessments from the health professionals most directly involved in their care.  

 
2 Canada. 42-nd Parliament. 1-st Session. House of Commons. Standing Committee on Finance, Cultivating 

Competitiveness: Helping Canadians Succeed, Recommendation Number 23, December 2018. 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/421/FINA/Reports/RP10260416/finarp27/finarp27-e.pdf
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/421/FINA/Reports/RP10260416/finarp27/finarp27-e.pdf
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/421/FINA/Reports/RP10260416/finarp27/finarp27-e.pdf
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However, these same principles should extend to the chiropractic profession. Chiropractors 

are regulated healthcare professionals with extensive education and expertise in the 

assessment, diagnosis, and management of musculoskeletal conditions. These conditions can 

produce severe and prolonged restrictions in walking, dressing, and other basic activities of 

daily living that may qualify an individual for the DTC. To ensure consistency, equity, and 

patient-centred access, the CCA strongly recommends that chiropractors also be authorized to 

certify impairments that fall within their legislated scope of practice.  

 

Recommendation   

The CCA recommends that chiropractors be able to assess for the DTC and be authorized to 

certify the effects of severe and prolonged musculoskeletal impairments on walking, dressing, 

and feeding. The CCA recommends that the legislative proposal be amended to add following: 

 

(3) Subparagraph 118.3(1)(a.2)(iv) of the Act is replaced by the following: 

 

(iv) an impairment with respect to an individual's ability in feeding or dressing themself, an 

occupational therapist, chiropractor, or a physiotherapist, 

 

(4) Subparagraph 118.3(1)(a.2)(v) of the Act is replaced by the following: 

 

(v) an impairment with respect to an individual's ability in walking, an occupational 

therapist, a physiotherapist, chiropractor or a podiatrist, 

 

(6) Subparagraphs 118.3(1)(a.3)(i) and (ii) of the Act are replaced by the following: 

 

(i) an impairment with respect to the individual's ability in feeding or dressing themself, or 

in walking, a chiropractor, medical doctor, a nurse practitioner, occupational therapist or a 

physiotherapist, 

Conclusion   

The CCA appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on the Department of Finance 

Canada’s July 2026 consultation on the draft legislative proposals. The CCA supports the 

government’s efforts to modernize the Disability Tax Credit (DTC) framework by recognizing the 

expertise of additional health care professionals and improving access for Canadians with 

disabilities. 

Chiropractors are regulated health professionals with extensive education, training, and clinical 

expertise in the assessment and management of musculoskeletal conditions, including those 

affecting mobility, function, and activities of daily living. Recognizing chiropractors within the DTC 

certification process would improve access for eligible Canadians, reduce unnecessary 
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administrative barriers, and ensure that assessments are completed by practitioners with 

appropriate expertise. 

The CCA respectfully requests that the Department of Finance Canada consider the 

recommendations outlined in this submission and amend the legislative proposals to include 

chiropractors as eligible practitioners for the purposes of the Disability Tax Credit. The CCA 

welcomes the opportunity to continue working with the Government of Canada and stakeholders 

to support an accessible, fair, and effective DTC system for all Canadians. 

About the Canadian Chiropractic Association  

The CCA is the national voice for more than 8,000 licensed chiropractors across Canada. 

Chiropractors are primary contact healthcare professionals with expertise in diagnosing, 

managing, and treating musculoskeletal (MSK) conditions such as back pain, neck pain, arthritis, 

and joint dysfunctions using non-invasive, evidence-based approaches.  
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Appendix:  

Letters of Support 
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